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The W.R. Hanna, built in 1857 by William R. Hanna was a small 
scow schooner that served Lake Erie until its wrecking off the coast of 
Kelleys Island in 1886.
Scow Schooners
- Smaller boats with flat bottoms and ends.
- Less about aesthetic design and more about 
function
- Their simplistic design made them easy and 
cheap to build.
- Essential to smaller ports and towns 
Lake Erie and Shipwrecks
- Approximately 1,700 to 2,000 
shipwrecks in Lake Erie
- One of the most shipwreck 
dangerous locations in the 
world
- Shallow waters (max. depth 210 
ft.) in addition to sudden 
weather and mud formations 
along the bottom. 
Conclusions
Though the Scow Schooners were quietly replaced 
with better technologies they held a great importance to 
small hinterland communities and contributed to the 
early economy of Ohio.
Works Cited
Labadie, C. P., & Herdendorf, C. E. (2004). Wreck of the scow 
schooner W.R. Hanna: an archaeological investigation in Lake 
Erie at Kelley’s Island, Ohio. Great Lakes Historical Society.
Rodgers, B. A., & Corbin, A. (2003). Mud box—filled with stone: the 
wreck of the scow schooner Dan Hayes. The International 
Journal of Nautical Archaeology, 32(2), 210–2. 
Martin, J. C. (2018). ‘Scows, and barges, or other vessels of box 
model’: Comparative capital investment in the sailing scows of 
the Great Lakes of North America and in New Zealand. 
International Journal of Maritime History, 30(1), 89–105.
Pictures from Bowling Green State University’s Great Lakes Vessels 
Online Index and Ohio Sea Grant 
